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From the President 
Recent events have created some consternation among the membership concerning the manner in which the 
Keeper of the ELEPHANTS has been selected. To quell those concerns, I feel it necessary that we publish 
some basic ground rules for the selection of the Keeper, as well as the care and possession of these revered 
symbols.  Having been the organization President when they were given to the association, I felt that I 
should undertake that awesome responsibility. With it I’ve included a short history so everyone understands 
the significance of these specimens and the responsibility that accompanies them, and some of the perks 
that accompany this responsibility.  

History & Rules for the Guardianship 
Of The 

Promiscuous (Loxodonta Cyclotis Elephas Maximus) Pachyderms 

 
A charter member of the Spectre Association (Richard Nyhof) was shot down on a Gunship mission in Southeast 
Asia on 18 June 1972 and is commemorated on Viet Nam Memorial Panel 1 W.  His possessions were later 
forwarded to his family.  Among his returned possessions were hand-carved Teak Wood Elephants.  His parents 
decided that the appropriate place for these Promiscuous Pachyderms was with a group of people who understood 
Rich’s attachment to the system he flew on, and who would afford these prized possessions of one of their own the 
appropriate care and reverence.  They donated these fine specimens to the organization in his memory and we (The 
Spectre Association) are tasked with the responsibility to accord them the appropriate care and honor they truly 
deserve.  When originally donated, the Spectre Association Board made a decision that they should be shared 
amongst the membership. Therefore, the following rules govern their placement and care. 
PROMISCUOUS PACHYDERM RULES 

1. The person charged with the care of these honored specimens will be selected at each reunion from the 
membership present, and that person will have the responsibility for their proper care for one year. 

2. The person selected to care for these fine specimens must be, or have been, a crew member on the 
Gunship, a member of a Gunship Squadron, or member of a Gunship Maintenance Organization, and be 
a Spectre Association Member in good standing. 

3. The member selected is committed to attending the next Gunship reunion. (If circumstances are known at 
selection that they will be unable to attend the next reunion or the selectee feels he or she cannot 
undertake this awesome responsibility the selectee must so state such at the drawing.) 

4. The travels of the specimens must be recorded appropriately throughout the Keeper' possession and 
added to the package they inherit upon selection. 

5. The original specimens cannot be altered, but additional accoutrements may be added and included 
within the guidelines of “Good Taste, Reverence, and SPECTRE TRADITION.” 

6. The Keeper may not serve for consecutive years but may accept this responsibility after a break of at 
least one year. 

7. From date of selection forward in perpetuity the Keeper will be authorized to prominently  display the 
PP (Promiscuous Pachyderm) patch on his/her party suit next to or near the Spectre Emblem.  A star will 
be added to the patch each time a member serves as Keeper for a subsequent term. 

OATH 
With a Raised Right Hand 

Within the governing rules, I (State Your Name) swear that I will abide by the Promiscuous Pachyderms Rules for 
(1) one year. YHOOOOOOOOOOO.  
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It is only fitting that the person to have the 

honor of caring for the elephants for the next year 
be the person who shipped them from Southeast 
Asia (Really, it was not fixed, it just happened that 
way), Al Cinko.  Now you’ll have to put another 
patch on that party suit!! Everybody, check them 
closely next year, Al will probably have them 
smoking before the year is through. 

 
 

 
THE FRIDAY NIGHT MIXER 

By Barry Gossman 
The Friday Night Mixer kicked off 
promptly at six.  There were a lot 
of old, (and I mean old) comrades 
in arms we haven’t seen for many 
years.  We were all happy to see 
Gunner Jack make his annual trip 
from Korea.   Again he instilled his 
great wisdom upon us all.   
 
The Spectre store was manned by 

Mike and crew selling Spectre memorabilia.  Raffle tickets were sold 
for chances to win either a Gunship litho, booze basket or a bottle of 
wine disguised as a monkey.  Thank you to all that participated, and 
congratulations to the winners.  We did raise $865.00 which will go 
into the scholarship fund. 
      
The food was fantastic.   When they said heavy hors d’oeuvres they 
weren’t kidding. The food kept coming and never stopped.  Pictures, 
of past reunion events, were being displayed on the screen. Thank 
you to Mike, the bartender, 
who did a great job.  I think he 
was a contributing factor to the 
war stories that were flowing 
left and right.  All in all I 
believe a good time was had 
by all. 
 
 
 

I wonder if they like the 
Weather Channel. 

The only thing I 
remember was the 
noise they made at 

night. They didn’t like the 
cold in the 
mountains too well 
so we traveled allot. 

Do you remember 
the time when..... 

Thanks for 
your 
patronage 

Really? 
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Business Meeting 
By Roger Betterelli 

 

Draft 
Spectre Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 707, Mary Esther FL 32569-0707 
www.spectre-association.org 

 
October 7, 2006 
10:00 A.M., Plaza Hotel, Las Vegas NV 
 

Meeting was called to order by President Pat Carpenter with the following board members 
present: Jerry Appleby, Norm Evans, Larry Hickey, Roger Betterelli, Barry Gossman & Quartermaster 
Mike Skerrett.  A Membership of 73 were also present. 

  
Pledge of Allegiance -- We proudly used the flag on Gunner Jack’s party suit. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 
Minutes from the 32nd Annual Membership meeting -- Read and accepted with one change. 

 
Selection of POW/MIA Table Representatives – Pilot (Jerry Hampleman), Navigator (Dennis 

Brussard), Fire Control Officer (Bob Reynolds), Flight Engineer (Jerry Appleby), Gunner (Gary 
Thompson), Sensor Operator (Bill Allen), Electronic Warfare Officer (Sonny Beach), Illuminator/Load 
(Angelo Pearson) 
 

Do you suppose they 
know I drank the last 
Bloody Mary? 
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Update of Combined Reunion with AC-47s & AC-119s – Norm Evans briefed that the major 
problem is finding a facility large enough with an ample number of rooms available in the immediate area.  
A task group of Spectre members and the 47/119 group has been formed to tackle the problem. 

 
Treasurers Report – Income for 2005/2006 - $11,463, Expenses for 2005/2006 - $ 6,238, Total of 

$5225 operating capital 
Accounts: 
CD Vanguard Bank    $28,333 
CD First Nat Bank & Trust   $1,168 
MM First Nat Bank & Trust   $5,024 
Work Acct First Nat Bank & Trust   $20,330 
Inventory     $5,500 
Equipment     $700 
 
Scholarship Drawing -- Gunner Jack drew the primary and secondary envelope, initialed them and 

gave them to the president to be opened at the banquet.   
 

Tax Exempt Status – Spectre Association is awaiting confirmation from the state before applying 
for Tax Exemption as a Military Support Organization. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Initiative Results – Votes were received and counted to amend the by-laws and allow members 

who live outside the Fort Walton Beach area to serve as Board members.  Total votes received were 44; of 
those 40 were for the initiative and 4 were against.  This amendment is passed. 
 

Nominations for Board Members – the Board provided the following slate of members willing and 
able to serve on the board for complete terms.  The proposed members were Dick Vancil for VP, Norm 
Evans for Board Member, Kim Coryat for Board Member, Chuck Kaczmarczky for Board Member, and 
Mark Johnson for Board Member.  Nominations from the floor were requested, none received. 
Nominations were closed. 
 

Out-of-Town Reunions – The President asked that future out-of-town reunions be sequenced using 
this years’ reunion as the base year to allow sufficient time to properly plan and prepare.  A motion was 
introduced by Harry Bigham and seconded By Bob Reynolds to use this years’ reunion as a base for 
planning future out-of-town reunions.  Motion Passed 
 

Method for selection of location for Out-of-Town reunions – It was brought up that three years 
ago a by-law amendment was proposed and voted on, but the results of that vote were never posted due to 
the loss of the business meeting minutes. Gary Thompson moved that we vote again for amending article 
VIII of the by-laws to read the way that location selection has been accomplished. Motion was seconded 
and passed.  Board will publish current Article VIII and proposed article VIII for the membership to vote 
on. 
 

Gunner Jack – Gunner Jack expressed his thanks and love for the people and the organization for 
all the cards, letters, and phone calls he received while recovering from his accident last year.   
 

Motion to Adjourn – Moved, seconded, and passed. 

Draft 
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THE BANQUET 
By Pat Carpenter 
 
The Spectre Association was honored to have a former 
4th SOS commander and the current Director of 
Training for AFSOC as our guest speaker, Warren 
(Hart) Franklin.  He was able to provide updates 
concerning current Gunship operations, as well as the 
planned move of one Gunship Squadron to Cannon 
AFB New Mexico.  For those unable to attend, let me 
say that the current crews are doing us proud in the 
Global War on Terror, and that in the next few months 
and years you will see some significant changes to 
Hurlburt, as well as Cannon AFB.  The first change has 
already taken place, with the change of the parent wing 
at Hurlburt back to the 1st SOW on the 16th of 
November 2006.  The next change will be the activation of the 16th SOW at Cannon AFB sometime in 
2007, and the eventual move of the 16th SOS to Cannon AFB. 
 
With the planned move of the 16th SOS to Cannon, we as an organization need to start thinking about 
methods and ways we can support both organizations as they are separated.  A major step was the 
enactment of the amendment to the by-laws to 
allow members who reside in places other than 
Fort Walton Beach to serve on the board of 
directors.  The next is to step up our 
recruitment of active duty personnel into the 
organization, and develop a working 
relationship with the Squadron staff and senior 
NCOs within the squadron and support units.  
The board is moving forward toward that 
objective. 
 
Hart also drew the winning names for the 
raffle, and who knew that we could make over 
$800 dollars for $200 worth of merchandise 
and booze? 

 
 

THE SPECTRE GOLF TOURNAMENT 
By Barry Gossman 
 
The Black Mountain Golf and Country Club will never be the same.  Well let me start at the very 
beginning.  Since transportation was limited, we all car pooled out to the course.  The wife and I had the 

distinct pleasure of riding with Pat Carpenter and Bill Allen.  
Pat was the pilot and Bill was riding in the right seat.  I 
knew we were in trouble when they started arguing over 
who had control of the A/C system in the car.   
 
While Pat was trying to figure out the controls, the vehicle 
started moving in the direction of the oncoming traffic.  Bill 
smacked his hands and told him to keep his eyes on the dam 
road.  Pat then looked up and realized he was off course and 
over corrected just a little bit bringing us pretty close to the 
curb (Didn’t scare me cause I’m fearless—I’m a SPECTRE 
Gunner).  He did recover and brought the vehicle back on 

I have to golf with 
these YAHOOS? 

I know I put my 
notes here 
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course.  Since Pat wasn’t exactly sure of how to get 
to the Country Club he followed Spectre Joe.  That 
was our first mistake.  When we arrived at our final 
destination we all got out of the car and kissed the 
ground.  It wasn’t until I heard the Team assignment 
that I realized why Pat was going out of his way to 
scare the hell out of us.  Bill Allen and my wife 
Debbie and I were on the same Team!!  Thank god 
Angelo Pearson, our other team member, rode in 
another vehicle.  
 
The Black Mountain Country Club went out of their 
way to make us feel welcome.  Little did they know 
the damage we could bring to a community?  After 
the final team assignments were made we headed to 
hot cargo area (the club lounge) and loaded up with a 
full combat load of cold beer and Bloody Mary’s.  I 
sure needed it after the drive in with Pat.  We then 

jumped in our carts and headed to the first tee box 
in a big convoy, which I must say, was very 
impressive. 
 
The first nine holes were laid out through a quiet, 
peaceful, community.  The inhabitants must have 
known we were there because they were all in their 
backyards looking out at us.  The announcement 
was made that the first Specter Team was about to 
tee off.  A loud siren went off and all the spectators 
went running for cover.  Mothers were grabbing 
their children and taking them indoors.  The place 
instantly became a ghost town.   I didn’t even see 
any dogs or cats.  After the first ball was hit I heard 
somebody in the community yell “INCOMING.” 

 
Well Pat’s plan worked because my team was still shell shocked after the hellish ride in - we boogied the 
first two holes.  It wasn’t until the Bloody Marys and beer kicked in that we settled down.  We all had great 
drives except that they landed in somebody’s back yard.  Definitely the first nine holes were not laid out for 
our Combat Golf tactics.  After the last team 
finished on number nine I swore I could hear 
an “ALL CLEAR” come over a P.A. system in 
the housing area.  They survived with 
minimum damage.  The next nine holes were 
laid out in the desert.  Only the wildlife had to 
fear us now. 
 
The back nine was very beautiful and 
picturesque.  The Desert Mountains in the 
background were breathtaking.  We noticed 
these little chipmunk-looking things running 
all over the place.  They reminded me of 
midget prairie dogs the way they stood up on 
their back legs.  My wife asked me if we could 
get one and take it home.  I immediately said, 
“Not No, but hell no”.  It wasn’t until we hijacked the beer cart for a re-supply of ammo that we found out 
what these little creatures were.  The girl driving the beer refueler said they were called ground squirrels.   

Roger, where is your hand at?  

Glad we know 
where we are 
going! 

Oh No, Pats with us? 
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My wife asked her what they ate, and the girl told her peanuts and crackers.  I went to the green to putt the 
ball and when I came back to the cart, my wife must 
have bought 10 pounds of peanuts and a case of 
crackers.  Well before you know it, Deb and Angelo 
had these little desert rodents eating out of their 
hands.  Bill and I just looked at them, drank our beer, 
and shook our heads.  After a while even the 
jackrabbits started showing up.  The word got out and 
every time we moved from hole to hole, a herd of 
ground squirrels and jackrabbits would follow us.  I 
had to be careful I didn’t run the little guys over it got 
so bad.  Was I having a nightmare?  Is this anyway to 
play golf? 
 
Well I must say, we all had a great time and thank the 
Black Mountain Country Club for their fantastic 

hospitality.  A special thanks must go to Ray Beranek for getting us a special deal at this golf club.  Thank 
you Larry Hickey for the great pictures you took.  Congratulations to the first place team, which was Barry 
Wilkens, and Roger and Cris Betterelli.  Pat, your scare tactics did not work because the team of Bill Allen, 
Angelo Pearson, Barry and Debbie Gossman still took second.   Better luck next time.        
 

SUNDAY BAR-B-QUE 
By Pat Carpenter 
 
The last event at this year’s reunion had some of the best food of all 
the events, although the Plaza did provide pretty good food 
throughout.  The bartender was appropriately attired with his 
SPECTRE hat, and the hotel catering staff provided a free keg of 
beer for some glitches that arose during the other events.  The 
Specters present did take advantage of that beer. I think Ray and Ski 
lowered the level of the keg significantly. 

 
Just prior to the 

Bar-B-Que 
there was a news bulletin that another instance of e 
Coli bacteria in spinach had been discovered and the 
source was in Nevada this time.  While going through 
the buffet line, Duane Spencer made sure I had an 
abundance of Spinach in my salad, why I don’t 
know?   
 
People were rather subdued compared to the other 
events. Could it be that most of us are getting a little 
“long in the tooth?”  One major announcement was 

made at the event.  It seems that Chuck Kaczmarczyk 
and Martha Ann had been extremely busy since the 
banquet.  What do you do when in Vegas? Unlike the 
commercial, not everything stays there either. They 
announced that they had Tied the Knot while 
everybody else was gambling or playing golf.  
Speaking for all the Spectres I offer our 
congratulations and Best Wishes (Some guys will do 
anything to make sure they remember the date of 
their anniversary, must be a retired Chief thing). 
 

There’s a varmit in this 
picture somewhere 

Here Pat, Have some Spinach 

Congratulations 
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LIBRARY OF CONGRESS’ VETERANS HISTORY PROJECT  
By Kim Coryat 
 
One of the things we all love about going to the Spectre Reunions is listening to and telling stories of our 
experiences as veterans of wartime conflicts.  How many conversations have you walked up on as someone 
was beginning with the time-honored opener, “There I was at 7,000 feet, two a-turnin’ and two a-
burnin’…”?   Even if it’s a tale you’ve heard many times you will stay and listen to what is being said 
because it is important to that vet to share his or her story, right?  Well, the Library of Congress agrees with 
you. 
 
The U.S. Congress voted unanimously for legislation to create the Veterans History Project and it was 
signed into law on October 27, 2000 (Public Law 106-380). The project is administered by the Library of 
Congress and funded by the United States Congress and a generous grant from AARP, the project’s 
founding corporate sponsor.  The goals of the project are to collect and preserve stories of service, honor 
those who served, and make it possible to learn about the past through the first-hand accounts of men and 
women who lived through extraordinary times.  The Veterans History Project honors our nation’s war 
veterans and those who supported them. This project is building a lasting legacy of recorded interviews, 
memoirs, and other documents chronicling the veterans’ and other citizens’ wartime experiences, and how 
those experiences affected their lives and America itself. The Veterans History Project pledges to preserve 
this legacy for generations to come. 
 
At the coming joint reunion in October 2007 I am interested in bringing some of our ‘war stories’ together 
in interviews with as many vets as are interested in sharing.  Let’s face it folks – none of us are getting any 
younger!  How great would it be for your great-great-grandchildren to look your name up in the Library of 
Congress and be able to watch an actual video of you?  Please visit at the Library of Congress’ website 
(http://www.loc.gov/vets/) for specifics.  I will be posting more information on our website as the project 
firms up.  If you have any questions or comments please email me at kcoryat@hotmail.com.  
 

History Updates  
4th SOS History Update 

 
In the fall of 2001, the 4th SOS was again called upon, this time to fight the war on terrorism. It earned 
great distinction flying long missions in direct support of the Special Ops war in Afghanistan. The 
successful routing of Taliban and Al-Qaeda forces was of such great magnitude that congress approved the 
funding for an addition of 4 new AC-130U Gunships. 
 
In the spring of 2003, the 4th SOS played a pivotal role during Operation IRAQI FREEDOM by firing the 
first shots of the conflict. During the initial 2 months of action Ghostriders flew more than 1000 combat 
hours from 3 separate forward operating locations. Again the unit served with unwavering distinction and 
proved invaluable to the coalition's effort to topple the former Iraqi regime. 
 
The AC-130U represents a major advancement over previous Gunships and incorporates features to 
enhance maintainability and supportability making certain its crews, nicknamed the Ghostriders, are 
available -- "Any Time, Any Place." 

 
16th SOS History Update 

 
Following the terrorist attacks of September 11, the Spectre’s deployed on November 11, 2001 to an 
undisclosed location near Afghanistan to support Operation Enduring Freedom. The 16th SOS is still there 
today supporting coalition ground troops as part of the Global War on Terror.  
 
The day after arriving in Afghanistan, the 16th SOS attacked Taliban and Al-Qaeda forces near the city of 
Konduz in support of Northern Alliance forces, and was directly responsible for the city's surrender the 



 10 

next day. On November 26, 2001 Spectre was called in to put down a rebellion at the prison fort of Qual-a-
Jinga. While supporting the beleaguered U.S. and allied forces throughout the night with withering 40mm 
and 105mm fire, Spectre succeeded in smashing the rebellion of Taliban and Al-Qaeda POWs. 
 
While deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, the 16th SOS flew missions over Mazar-E-
Shariff, Konduz, Kandahar, Shkin, Asadabad, Bagram, Baghran, Tora Bora, and virtually every other part 
of Afghanistan. Spectre participated in countless operations within Afghanistan including Operations Full 
Throttle, Roll Tide, and Eagle Fury. Spectre also performed on-call close air support and armed 
reconnaissance over Kandahar after an assassination attempt against Afghanistan's newly democratically 
elected leader, President Karzai.  
 
In March 2002, the 16th SOS provided 39 crucial combat missions in support of Operation Anaconda in 
Afghanistan. With only 3 aircraft and 3 crews, the squadron amassed 322 combat hours over 12 days, 
resulting in 45 enemy killed in action, nine vehicles destroyed, 11 damaged vehicles, and 12 destroyed and 
25 damaged buildings. During the intense fighting, the squadron expended more than 1,300 40MM and 
1,200 105MM rounds, saving American lives with quick, decisive actions. Spectre crews repeatedly 
displayed tremendous heroism to support troops in contact. Their actions earned them the 2002 Mackay 
trophy, and the 2002 Air Force aviator valor awards. In addition, in 2002 the 16th SOS was the third most 
deployed unit in the Air Force.  
 

Your New Board Members 
Words from Dick...VP-elect     
Some time back, Pat Carpenter asked me if I’d help out and I said ... ‘Of course, I’ll help you out with 
whatever you need or wherever I can...” next thing I know I’m nominated for the VP position.  Then the 
typical railroad job at the Reunion Membership Meeting, where you close the nominations and elect the 
nominees by acclamation.  
 
Besides my enlistment, I’ve very carefully only volunteered for one other thing during my thirty-plus year 
AF career and that was to be a Spectre Crewmember.  Both of those episodes worked out well personally 
and professionally and I’m sure the new Spectre board position will be nothing short of memorable.  I am 
quite pleased to help in any manner possible and this will be a great opportunity for me to repay the 
organization that has meant so much to my wife and me over the years.  I am proud to be asked to serve 
and will absolutely support the decisions and direction of our great leadership and the membership of this 
Outstanding Spectre Association. 
 
From Kim Coryat 
I took an early retirement from the US Air Force in 1994 as a master sergeant with 16 years in service.  I 
was an administrator with the exception of my last year which I spent as an additional duty First Sergeant. I 
worked in the Orderly Room at the 16th SOS from 1981 until 1983.  I have been a member of the Spectre 
Association since 1981 and hold Lifetime Membership card number 105.  I am currently an Archives 
Technician with the National Archives and Records Administration at the W.J. Clinton Presidential Library 
in Little Rock, AR.  It’s just a government job, okay? 
 
Chuck Kaczmarczky  
Former Gunner, retired Chief, nuff said! 
 
Norm Evans 
Norm is a retired Chief who served on AC-47s, AC-119s, AC-130s and Credible Chase.  I’ll let him 
explain that mission.. He is the current VFW Post 7476 Commander, a board member of the AC-119 
Association, and grudgingly said he would serve another term on our board.  (Guess he can’t live without 
the pay?). Thanks Norm 
 
Mark Johnson 
Mark S. Johnson entered military service with the United States Army through the delayed enlistment 
program in November 1974.  In November 1977, he was discharged from active duty Army.  He entered 
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the Air Force Reserve 1978 and served with the 711th SOS until he came back on to active duty with the 
16th Special Operations Squadron in 1984.  In 1996 he was assigned to the 4th SOS. He is the last person 
on active flying status to be qualified on the AC-130A, AC-130H, and the AC-130U.  He retired as a 
Master Sgt. in September 2006 with over 30 years service. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
The Association Board is working to finalize plans for an upcoming Fish Fry, for those available to attend, 
sometime in May or June.  As plans are completed and the time and place secured, updates will be posted 
on the web site.  It will be held in Fort Walton Beach and the local VFW has donated its facility (It helps to 
have the local VFW Commander on our board).  The intent is to get the units involved and participating 
and to give back to those who are spending so much time TDY to ensure our freedom is preserved.  It is 
currently looking like it will be on a Saturday afternoon with a keg of beer, fried fish and hush puppies, etc. 
and lost of camaraderie.  As we finalize the date and time, we will post updates on the web. 
 

Next Years Reunion (#34) 
 
Soon after arriving home from Vegas, we started planning for next years’ reunion.  It became abundantly 
clear that the only way we were going to be able to secure a large enough facility to meet our needs was to 
combine the activity of all the organizations under one hat.  Without that, the costs for the banquet became 
astronomical.  We have formed an alliance with the 119 association and have secured the Hilton in San 
Destin. 
 
The reason for going to San Destin was to find a facility that would be able to provide enough rooms while 
having a banquet facility that could handle the number of people we anticipate for the banquet.  We will 
still have our separate meetings, but we have scheduled a combined get together on Thursday evening and 
Friday evening, as well as a combined Golf tournament.  By combining the activities we can keep the cost 
at a reasonable level and provide the service we demand.  Spectre’s lead for planning will be Dick Vancil 
and Norm Evans, and they are working close with Gus Sininger to ensure this is the biggest and best 
reunion ever.  Keep checking the web site as we have some alternatives for room and will have all of the 
registration details on the web shortly.  

Important Information for Military Members 

If you know someone in Iraq or Afghanistan or their family members, please forward this info.  
http://www.operationhomelink.org - Free computers for spouses or parents of deployed soldier in ranks E1 
- E5.  
https://www.operationuplink.org - Free phone cards.  
http://anysoldier.com/ForSoldiersOnly.cfm - To sign up for sponsoring soldier care packages for theater.  
http://www.operationshoebox.com - free shoebox care package.  
http://www.treatthetroops.org -free cookies.  
http://bluestarmoms.org/airfare.html - lowest airfare available.  
http://bluestarmoms.org/care.html - free care packages.  
http://www.heromiles.org - free air travel for Emergency Leave, and for the family members of injured 
soldiers to travel to Medical facility.  
http://www.bluestarmothers.org/airlinespecials.php - Airline discounts for R & R.  
http://www.booksforsoldiers.com/forum/index.php - free books, DVD's, CD's.  
http://www.militarymoms.net/sot.html free care packages (your family member signs up to have sent to 
you).  
http://operationmilitarypride.org/smsignup.html - free care packages.  
http://www.soldiersangels.org/heroes/submitasoldier. php - get adopted to receive stuff.  
https://www.treatsfortroops.com/registration/index.php - free gifts and care packages.  
http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Nov2004/n112320042004112312freeshipping/ - packing materials for 
shipping to troops 
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For the Retired Members 
For those not at the Business Meeting, the following information will be of interest.  The Air Force History 
office is offering books on the Vietnam war, free of charge, to active duty and retied military members.  
You can only request them via the internet and all the information is provided below.  Most of the board 
has already received theirs and they provide some different perspectives. 

 
 


